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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SHUM, CSCE, PFOR, US, FR, UR 

SUB J : FOREIGN MINISTER GUIRINGAUD INTERVIEW IN LE 

FIGARO 

SUMMARY: LE FIGARO MAY 25 PUBLISHED INTERVIEW WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTER GUIRINGAUD DEVOTED PRINCIPALLY TO 
QUESTIONS ON AFRICA AND THE EXPECTED VISIT OF BREZHNEV 
TO FRANCE IN JUNE. HE ALSO COMMENTED ON PRESIDENT 
CARTER PERSONALLY AND ON US VIEWS ON THE LEFT’S COMING 
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TO POWER IN FRANCE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . AMERICAN AND SOVIET ROLES IN AFRICA: 

ASKED WHETHER THE US IS PRESENTLY 
PURSUING A POLICY OF "DISENGAGEMENT" IN AFRICA, 
GUIRINGAUD REPLIED THAT THE US IS NOT UNINTERESTED IN 
AFRICA BUT IS NOW EMPLOYING "OTHER METHODS," AND AS AN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


EXAMPLE HE MENTIONED AMBASSADOR YOUNG, WHOM HE CHARAC- 
TERIZED AS A VERY PLEASANT ("SYMPATHIQUE") PERSON, BUT 
WHOSE "STATEMENTS ARE NOT VERY COHERENT AND MAY SUR- 
PRISE CERTAIN ALLIES OF THE US." GUIRINGAUD WENT ON 
TO SAY THAT, NONETHELESS, THE US CONTINUES TO HAVE AN 
INTEREST IN THE PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF AFRICAN PROB- 
LEMS, AND, AS PROOF OF THIS INTEREST, HE CITED 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S TELEGRAM OF APPROVAL SENT TO PRESI- 
DENT GISCARD FOLLOWING THE LATTER'S DECISION TO PROVIDE 
LOGISTIC SUPPORT TO ZAIRE AND MOSCOW. DISCUSSING THE 
SOVIET ROLE IN AFRICA, GUIRINGAUD NOTED THAT MODERATE 
AFRICAN REGIMES ARE WORRIED ABOUT ATTEMPTS AT DESTABILI- 
ZATION IN THE AREA, PARTICULARLY AFTER THE EVENTS IN 
ANGOLA WHERE THERE WAS MASSIVE CUBAN INTERVENTION "WITH 
SOVIET SUPPORT." HE RECALLED THAT ALL THE REPRESENTA- 
TIVES AT THE RECENT FRANCO- AFRICAN CONFERENCE IN DAKAR 
HAD APPROVED GISCARD'S DECISION TO PROVIDE LOGISTIC 
SUPPORT TO ZAIRE, AND HOPED THAT THE SOVIETS REALIZED 
THAT THE FRENCH FEEL THAT "DETENTE IS GLOBAL, AND 
CANNOT BE ACHIEVED IN EUROPE AT THE EXPENSE OF STABILITY 
IN AFRICA." 

2. BREZHNEV VISIT TO FRANCE: 

GUIRINGAUD IMPLICITLY UNDERSCORED IMPORTANCE 
FRENCH ATTACH TO VISIT BY RECALLING THAT BREZHNEV'S 
LAST TRIP TO A WESTERN COUNTRY WAS ALSO TO FRANCE IN 
1974. WHILE ENUMERATING COMMON FRANCO-SOVIET INTERESTS 
(DETENTE, PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, ECONOMIC EXCHANGES), 

HE ALSO NOTED THE CONTINUING DIFFERENCES, PARTICULARLY 
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IN THE AREA OF DISARMAMENT. "THE SOVIETS TALK A LOT 
ABOUT DISARMAMENT, BUT UP TO NOW THEY HAVE AGREED WITH 
THE US ONLY ON AN ACCORD WHICH LIMITS THEIR RESPECTIVE 
ARMS LEVELS." FRANCE IS IN FAVOR OF REAL DISARMAMENT 
WHICH, HE SAID, NECESSITATES A REDUCTION IN THE CURRENT 
LEVEL OF SOVIET AND AMERICAN NUCLEAR ARMAMENTS INFI- 
NITELY LARGER THAN THOSE OF FRANCE. 

3. THE LEFT IN FRANCE AND ITALY. 

QUERIED ABOUT AMERICAN ATTITUDES TOWARD THE 
POSSIBILITY OF LEFT GOVERNMENTS IN POWER IN FRANCE AND 
ITALY, GUIRINGAUD STATED THAT CONVERSATIONS HELD DURING 
THE LONDON ECONOMIC SUMMIT DID NOT CONFIRM THAT THE 
US ENVISAGES THE LEFT COMING TO POWER IN THESE TWO 
COUNTRIES. "NEITHER CARTER NOR HIS ADVISORS THINK THAT 
THE DIE IS CAST." WHILE THE US DOES NOT WANT TO INTER- 
FERE IN INTERNAL FRENCH OR ITALIAN AFFAIRS, GUIRINGAUD 
REPEATED A STATEMENT, WHICH HE ATTRIBUTED TO PRESIDENT 
CARTER, THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN THE US AND ANY EUROPEAN 
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GOVERNMENT DOMINATED BY THE COMMUNISTS "WOULD NOT BE 
AS EASY AS BEFORE." 

4. COMMENTS ON PRESIDENT CARTER: 
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GUIRINGAUD, ASKED TO COMMENT ON PRESIDENT CARTER, 
SAID THAT RECENT LONDON MEETINGS HAD CONFIRMED HIS 
PREVIOUS IMPRESSIONS OF THE PRESIDENT AS A MAN OF 
"GREAT INTELLIGENCE AND ABILITY" WHO HAS A GREAT 
CAPACITY FOR LISTENING AND WHO EXHIBITS A FIRM WILL AND 
EXCEPTIONAL RESOLUTION. HE CHARACTERIZED THE PRESIDENT 
AS HAVING EXERCISED. IN THE COURSE OF A FEW WEEKS AND 
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IN A "SPECTACULAR" MANNER, A "DETERMINING INFLUENCE" 
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ON BOTH AMERICAN DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN POLICY. HE CITED 
PARTICULARLY PRESIDENT CARTER'S EMPHASIS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
NON-PROLIFERATION, AND REDUCTION IN ARMS LEVELS, GOALS 
WHICH THE FRENCH SHARE. 

5. OTHER TOPICS DISCUSSED INCLUDED THE GENEVA CONFER- 
ENCE ON THE MIDDLE EAST AND FRENCH HOSTAGES BEING HELD 
BY THE POLISARIO. WITH REGARD TO THE FORMER GUIRINGAUD 
NOTED THAT RECENT DECLARATIONS BY BEGIN ARE SO OPPOSED 
TO ARAB DEMANDS THAT HE "DID NOT SEE HOW PEACE COULD BE 
ACHIEVED IN THE NEAR FUTURE." ON FRENCH HOSTAGES, 

FONMIN CHARACTERIZED AS "ODIOUS" THE CONTENTION THAT 
KIDNAPPED FRENCH CIVILIAN WORKERS, EMPLOYED BY A 
MAURITANIAN COMPANY, ARE "MERCENARIES." HE ALSO 
REITERATED STANDARD FRENCH COMMENTS ON BELGRADE, NOTING 
THAT FRANCE WILL PUT ALL THREE BASKETS ON SAME LEVEL. 

STILL, PUBLIC OPINION IS MOST INTERESTED IN HUMAN 

RIGHTS. AND DISSIDENT MOVEMENTS HAVE SHOWN THAT THE 
FINAL ACT HAS NOT BEEN WITHOUT INFLUENCE ON THE 
BEHAVIOR OF STATES, PARTICULARLY IN THE EASTERN EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES. 

6. COPY OF TEXT BEING POUCHED TO EUR/WE. 

GAMMON 
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